Christmas Eve




December 24, 2006
         Faith Ev. Lutheran, Radcliff, KY

Luke 20:8-20









          Pastor Paul Horn 
True Christmas Peace…

I.  Proclaimed to you by angels

II.   Proclaimed by you to the world

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,  18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

Extra! Extra! Read all about it!  Jamie Lucas wasn’t the Biggest Loser!  But he’s a winner just the same.  NBC reality show entitled The Biggest Loser challenged 50 contestants, one from each state, to lose as much weight pounds as they could.  The winner would rake in $250,000.  36 were not chosen for the television show.  They competed at home for a cool $50,000.  Elizabethtown native Jamie Lucas came in third place, just shy of the prize.  But what great news!  He was the heaviest contestant weighing in at 410 pounds, now down to 235 pounds.  That news made front page headlines in the paper last week.
When there’s big news it makes the front page, even if it’s not earth shattering.  When someone has big news they want to let everyone know about it.  “We’re having a huge day-after-Christmas sale!  Come and check it out!  We’re having the end of the year closeout on our lot!  Pick out the car that you want!”  Lots of money is invested in advertisements.  Billions are spent on Super Bowl television commercials.  You and I have also spent big money advertising our news: graduation announcements, engagement pictures, wedding invitations, birth announcements and wedding anniversary parties.  No Hollywood budget or special effects man could compete with the birth announcement the Lord God rolled out on that first Christmas night.  

Picture the scene: gently rolling hills, just outside of a small, quaint town, a group of dirty shepherds, standing around their fire, talking about the herd of people that had swept into Bethlehem that day for the census.  As they talk they glance over at their sheep, sound asleep and scan the hilltops for wild animals or thieves, but nothing tonight, nothing but a still, dark, quiet night.  When out of nowhere, Whoa!  A bright light filled the sky and transformed the countryside into day!  A heavenly being dropped down from the sky appeared and talked to them!  My heart would be pounding, too.  But the angel has good news for these poor, lowly shepherds.  “Good news of great joy for all people.  A Savior is born to you!  He is Christ the Lord.  The Messiah you’ve been hearing about and waiting for is here!  Go find him in that little town over there lying in a manger.”   Then suddenly a heavenly choir filled the night sky, with melodies and harmonies that would put the Temptations to shame, “Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace to men, on whom his favor rests!”  And just like that it was still and quiet again.  

Hey guys…what do you think?  Let’s go see this thing the angel told us about!  That’s great news!  Let’s go see this baby, the Savior, the Messiah, the one the prophets had foretold so many years ago, born to bring peace to me and you and all people!  The people of the world in the year 4A.D. were enjoying peace, the Pax Romana (Roman Peace).  The war machine out of Italy was at a relative ceasefire with the countries of the world.  Folks could travel in safety throughout the empire.  But the angels proclaimed a deeper, more lasting peace.  

We enjoy peace here in America.  We are not in constant oppression by our enemies.  We can walk down the street and not worry that a pop can or McDonald’s wrapper is stuffed with an IED.  Yes, there is crime and terrorists’ threats, but there’s relative external peace in our homeland.  But inside there is not always peace.  Something about the stress of the Christmas Season bothers me.  I made myself too busy.  It shouldn’t be this way as I prepare to celebrate the coming of my King.  And there were things that I did that I know I wasn’t supposed to do.  There were things I know I was supposed to do and I failed to do them.  And that bothers my conscience.  And it should.  Those are sins in God’s eyes.  Sin does not make God happy, but rather very angry with us and he condemns us for those sins.  And we can try to reconcile with God by doing more good things than bad things.  Or we could compare ourselves to others, and try to live better than them, maybe God would look more favorably on me.  If you and I try to find peace this way, we’ll be sorely disappointed.  You will never be good enough nor do enough good to be right in God’s sight.  Our God is a holy God.  He doesn’t say, “Try to do your best and that will be good enough for me.”  No, he says, “Be perfect.”  It is clear that we are not.  That makes us the biggest losers.  The world cannot give us peace.  We cannot give ourselves peace.  Thank God that the peace the angels proclaimed is a deeper, lasting peace is for you this Christmas Eve Night.   

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests!”  This peace is for all.  This peace is not brought to you by J.C.Penny or Toys R Us.  This peace doesn’t come from the warm fuzzies we get when we gaze at a picture of the nativity.  This peace does not come because we think the birth of Christ is a cute story.  This peace comes through Jesus and what he did for us.  To find this peace we must look past the manger.  The baby Jesus grew up, and all through his adolescence, young adulthood and as an adult he was sinless in his words, actions and thoughts.  Through this perfect life Jesus won peace for you.  His perfection is yours.  That makes you a big time winner.  We also have to travel from the manger to the cross to find true peace.  Most folks would say that there is not much peace at an execution site.  But here at Calvary’s cross we find everlasting peace.  We know that his death means the forgiveness of our sins; his death means that our relationship with God is no longer hostile, between sinners and a holy God, but now at peace, a relationship between saved saints and a holy, loving God.  This peace makes us big time winners.  You now have peace knowing that your sins are forgiven, you are right with God.  You know that you cannot do anything to earn God’s favor, but now you have the peace of knowing that he did it all for you.  You have peace as you live your life and peace when you close your eyes in death, knowing that you are going to heaven.            

That is definitely good news of great joy!  Peace for all people!  No wonder the shepherds hurried to see this thing the angels had told them about.  No wonder that after they saw it they made the announcement to everyone they met.  “Guess what happened to us!  Guess who we just saw!”  No wonder the shepherds took the clue from the angels and went back to their fields glorifying and praising God for what they had heard and seen.  You’ve all done that this evening; heard great things and sang praises to God thanking him for bringing peace to you.  Later this week you will be with family, or talk to a coworker, or a neighbor or friend who doesn’t have this peace.  Bring the message of the songs you sing tonight to those who do not have true lasting peace.  Show them this peace, the things you have heard and seen, the peace in your hearts, which the world did not give.  Tell them about the peace your heavenly Father sent to you, when he sent his Son to be born of human flesh, to live for you, to die for you, to rise again for you.  That’s true Christmas peace. And that makes you big time winners.  Amen. 
